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This policy is operated by all the schools in Unity Education Trust (as listed below) 

 Beeston Primary 

 Garvestone Primary  

 Grove House Infant 

 Kings Park Infant 

 Northgate High School and Dereham Sixth Form College 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Legal Framework  
This policy has due regard to statutory legislation and guidance including, but not 
limited to, the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 and DfE (1994) Religious 
Education and Collective Worship. 
 
Our schools are required by law to provide a daily act of collective worship. All pupils 
should take part in some appropriate grouping as some point in the day – unless 
they have been withdrawn by their parents or (if Sixth Form students) have 
withdrawn themselves. See Annex 1 for the policy that applies in Dereham Sixth 
Form College. 
 
The Schools Standards and Framework Act 1998 states that the daily collective 
worship shall be “wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character” though not 
representative of any particular Christian denomination. Not every act of collective 
worship is required to be Christian, provided that “taking any school term as a 
whole” most are. 
 
Policy Aims 
Collective worship in UET schools aims to: 

 Enable pupils to consider spiritual and moral issues, as well as explore their 
own beliefs. 

 Encourage participation and response via active involvement or through 
listening and participating in the worship offered. 

 Provide pupils with the opportunity to plan, lead or contribute to collective 

worship. 

 Provide a peaceful environment to enable stillness, prayer and reflection. 

 Help pupils to develop an awareness of their community and the spirit of 

helping others. 

 Develop a spirit of community and an understanding of individuals with other 

beliefs. 

 Acknowledge diversity and affirm each individual’s life stance, whether 

religious or not. 

 Promote a common ethos and shared values. 

 Reinforce positive attitudes. 

 
Organisation and planning 
The Headteacher/Head of School is responsible for creating the agenda for collective 
worship in discussion with the Local Governing Body. The content of all acts of 
collective worship will be considered to ensure suitability to pupils’ ages, 
backgrounds and abilities. The school may invite visitors or guest speakers to speak 
during collective worship. 
 
Each Head/Local Governing Body may attach, as Annex 2 to this policy, its own 
schedule for collective worship activity. 



 
Right to withdraw 
Parents/carers have the right to withdraw their child from collective worship and are 
not required to provide a reason for doing so.  Parents/carers should make their 
wishes known to the Headteacher/Head of School and will be encouraged to discuss 
their decision in terms of the practical implications. For example, withdrawal of a 
pupil usually involves their physical absence in which case the school will need to 
ensure that any pupils who are withdrawn are appropriately supervised while the 
collective worship takes place. However, if it is so agreed between the Head and the 
parent/carer, the pupil may remain in the collective worship but will not be involved 
in any discussion.  
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Annex 1 

 
Dereham Sixth Form College 

 

 
All schools are required to provide an act of collective worship but this is not a 
requirement of students attending Colleges of Further Education. As a sixth form 
college which receives students from a wide range of local High Schools, our 
Collective Worship policy needs to recognise the spiritual, moral and ethical needs of 
students in our care whilst at the same time recognising their rights as young adults 
to make decisions about their own faith. We have a duty to balance their rights to 
independence with the educational responsibility that we have for them. 
 
Policy Principles 
All students have a right to pursue their own religious, spiritual or moral journey 
without interference or prejudice from others. 
 
Whilst not imposing a daily act of collective worship on our students we would 
endeavour to facilitate such events where students are desirous of this happening. 
 
Aims 

 All students who wish to pursue their faith actively during college hours will be  
encouraged and helped to do so. 

 Students who wish to meet collectively for an act of worship will be provided with  
the space and facilities to do so.  



 
Implementation of Policy  

  A room will be made available for any student who wishes to meet at 9.45 every 
day with other like -minded students for the purpose of reflection and worship. This 
will be a voluntary activity for those who wish to use this facility. 

 Many subjects studied at the College encourage students to research, consider and 
discuss a broad range of issues of a moral, spiritual or philosophical nature. These  
issues will be dealt with sensitively and students will be encouraged to formulate  
their own informed opinions. 

 Our tutorial programme will involve discussion and debate on a wide range of 
issues of a moral, spiritual or cultural nature that are important to young people 
growing up in an ever-changing world.  

 Sixth form students will meet as a Year group every two weeks (Hall availability  
permitting). This meeting may involve visiting speakers and/or may focus on a theme  
which may reflect key religious festivals or international days of significance. The 
student body will also occasionally take part in organised debates on aspects of  
current affairs. 

 Our programme of activities during the second half of the summer term will have a  
number of days allocated to important post 16 issues 
 
 

Annex 2 
 
 

 
 


